
 

February 8, 2016 
 
 

Chairman Doug Bosco 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the City of Eureka’s proposed Elk River Estuary 
Enhancement Project. The project will plan for the restoration and enhancement of over 200 
acres of valuable coastal wetlands, providing critical habitat to coho salmon and other 
special status fish and wildlife, and facilitating sea level rise adaptation for critical 
infrastructure. 
 
The project will convene a diverse group of landowners who are supportive of tidal marsh 
restoration, including the City, Humboldt County, the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and 
Conservation District, Pacific Gas and Electric, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
and private landowners.  The planning area contains an important wastewater transmission 
line and is adjacent to a low-lying stretch of Highway 101 that will be increasingly 
vulnerable to inundation as sea level rise progresses.  The project will utilize a living 
shoreline approach to protect this critical infrastructure, while benefiting fish populations.   
 
Anadromous fish restoration and recovery is very important to my district for ecological, 
economic, and cultural purposes. This is an important project for the restoration of valuable 
estuarine wetlands and wildlife habitat and is a model for cooperative restoration efforts 
providing multiple benefits to our north coast communities.  I thoroughly support these 
types of fisheries restoration projects.  
 
If I can be of any assistance, please don’t hesitate to call my office at (707) 445-6508.  Thank you for 
your consideration of this proposal.  
 
Warmest Regards, 
 

 
MIKE McGUIRE 
Senator 
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February 10, 2016 
 
Chairman Doug Bosco 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
I am writing to express my support for the City of Eureka’s proposed Elk River Estuary 
Enhancement Project. The project will plan for the restoration and enhancement of over 200 
acres of valuable coastal wetlands, providing critical habitat to coho salmon and other special 
status fish and wildlife, and facilitating sea level rise adaptation for critical infrastructure. 
The project will convene a diverse group of landowners who are supportive of tidal marsh 
restoration, including the City, Humboldt County, the Humboldt Bay Harbor, Recreation, and 
Conservation District, Pacific Gas and Electric, the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
and private landowners.   
 
The planning area contains an important wastewater transmission line, is adjacent to a low-
lying stretch of Highway 101, and contains several key County roadways that will be 
increasingly vulnerable to inundation as sea level rise progresses.  The project will utilize a 
living shoreline approach to protect this critical infrastructure, while benefiting viable fish 
populations in our Northern California rivers.  Anadromous fish restoration and recovery is 
very important to Humboldt County for ecological, economic, and cultural purposes.  The 
project has the strong potential to enhance cooperative restoration efforts that are being 
planned further up the Elk River watershed.  This is an important project for the restoration of 
valuable estuarine wetlands and wildlife habitat and is a model for cooperative restoration 
efforts providing multiple benefits to our north coast communities. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Hank Seemann 
Deputy Director - Environmental Services  
 
 

Exhibit 4. Project Letters



COMMISSIONERS 
1st  Division 
  Larry Doss 
2nd Division 
  Greg Dale 
3rd Division 
  Mike Wilson 
4th Division 
  Richard Marks 
5th Division 
  Patrick Higgins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
Chairman	Doug	Bosco	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			February	11,	2016	
State	Coastal	Conservancy	
1330	Broadway,	13th	floor	
Oakland,	CA	94612	
	
Dear	Chairman	Bosco:	
	
I	am	writing	to	express	the	Humboldt	Bay	Harbor,	Recreation,	and	Conservation	District’s	
(District)	support	for	the	City	of	Eureka’s	proposed	Elk	River	Estuary	Enhancement	Project.		
The	District	is	a	tideland	trustee	in	Humboldt	Bay	and	the	Project	would	advance	many	of	the	
District’s	goals.	These	goals	are	described	in	the	District’s	guiding	document,	the	Humboldt	
Bay	Management	Plan	(www.humboldtbay.org/documents).	The	Project	would	provide	
habitat	restoration,	appropriate	shoreline	management	and	sea	level	rise	adaptation.	In	
addition	to	these	direct	benefits,	it	would	serve	as	a	starting	point	for	the	important	
community	discussions	and	partnerships	that	need	to	form	for	us	to	move	forward	with	other	
important	habitat	restoration	and	sea	level	rise	adaptation	projects	around	Humboldt	Bay.	

The	District	owns	property	that	would	be	a	part	of	this	Project	and	we	look	forward	to	
participating.		Please	feel	free	to	contact	me	if	I	can	answer	any	questions	regarding	the	value	
this	Project	will	bring	to	Humboldt	Bay.	

	
Sincerely, 

 
Adam Wagschal 
Deputy Director 
awagschal@humboldtbay.org 
Cell: 707‐496‐2088 

Humboldt Bay  
Harbor, Recreation and Conservation District 

(707) 443-0801 
P.O. Box 1030 

Eureka, California 95502-1030 
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Figas Construction 
Robert L. Figas 

General Engineering Contractor 

115 Redmond Road - Eureka, CA 95503 
707-442-2620 Main Office - 707-442-9455 Fax 

License No. 332773 Class A and C21 

February 18, 2016 

Chairman Doug Bosco 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

Dear Chairman Bosco: 

I am writing to express my support for the City of Eureka's proposed Elk River Estuary 
Enhancement Project. The project will plan for the restoration and enhancement of over 
200 acres of valuable coastal wetlands, providing critical habitat to coho salmon and other 
special status fish and wildlife, and facilitating sea level rise adaptation for critical 
infrastructure. 

I have property adjoining the north end of the project site that will also be affected by 
rising sea levels and look forward to being involved in the planning process to address this 
issue. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Figas 

Property Owner 
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