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 April 20, 2016 

 
To:  
Doug Bosco, Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Ste. 1300 
Oakland, CA 94612 

 
Subject:  Pismo Preserve (San Luis Obispo County) – Support for use of State Coastal 
Conservancy funds for access infrastructure and amenities  

I’m writing to you on behalf of the Central Coast Concerned Mountain Bikers (CCCMB) to 
strongly support the allocation of California State Coastal Conservancy funds towards 
the construction of access amenities at the Pismo Preserve, owned by the Land 
Conservancy of San Luis Obispo County (LCSLO). LCSLO plans to construct two 
parking areas, restrooms, and an ADA accessible trail this year in order to open the 
Pismo Preserve to the public.  Once open, the property will be operated as a public 
preserve with dawn-to-dusk access for passive outdoor recreation. These access 
improvements are paramount, as they will provide access to stunning coastal vistas and 
oak woodlands to people near and far with all levels of physical ability.   

CCCMB works to expand the network of sustainable multi-use trails in San Luis Obispo County.  
CCCMB has, in the last year, partnered with the LCSLO to build the 11 mile trail system at the 
Pismo Preserve.  To that end CCCMB volunteers have donated over 6,500 hours since January 
4th, 2016.  CCCMB’s volunteers are cyclists, equestrians, hikers and runners, young and older 
who staunchly support the funding of the access amenities for several reasons.  First and 
foremost the Pismo Preserve will provide much needed benefits to an under-served population in 
southern SLO County.  It will make available the first multi-use trail system for south San Luis 
Obispo County and as such will promote healthy lifestyle opportunities and a variety of 
recreational options.  Second, it is commonly understood that trails in natural areas inspire 
tourism.  There is no doubt that the Preserve would serve to increase tourism in the area.   
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In addition to recreational, tourism and health benefits, our members ask that you help fund the 
access amenities because the Preserve will provide an opportunity for folks to explore and learn 
about a natural area (with spectacular views) which has been previously off limits to the public.  
Access to the Preserve’s natural resources and open space will become increasingly important as 
the South County becomes more and more developed and its population (already the densest in 
the County) continues to expand.  The fact that in three months 234 citizens volunteered to do 
challenging physical labor at the Preserve is proof-positive that they see the Preserve as a huge 
community resource.  

On behalf of outdoor and nature enthusiasts from up and down the Central Coast we urge you to 
help fund amenities needed to open the Pismo Preserve.   

Thank you for your time and consideration.   

Sincerely, 

Greg Bettencourt 

Central Coast Concerned Mountain Bikers 
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