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Building Healthy Communities - East Salinas 
  

606 Williams Road • Salinas, CA 93905 • P (831) 717-1384 • Fax (831) 975-4768 
 

September	
  25,	
  2015	
  
	
  
Samuel	
  P.	
  Schuchat,	
  Executive	
  Officer	
  
California	
  State	
  Coastal	
  Conservancy	
  
1330	
  Broadway,	
  13th	
  Floor	
  
Oakland,	
  CA	
  94612-­‐2530	
  	
  
	
  
Dear	
  Mr.	
  Schuchat:	
  
	
  
On	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Building	
  Healthy	
  Communities	
  Initiative	
  (BHC)	
  East	
  Salinas,	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  express	
  our	
  strong	
  
support	
  for	
  the	
  Big	
  Sur	
  Land	
  Trust’s	
  work	
  to	
  acquire	
  the	
  Ikeda	
  Property	
  in	
  the	
  Carr	
  Lake	
  basin	
  of	
  Salinas	
  and	
  for	
  
their	
  application	
  to	
  the	
  California	
  State	
  Coastal	
  Conservancy	
  for	
  acquisition	
  funding.	
  	
  
	
  
East	
  Salinas,	
  located	
  adjacent	
  to	
  Carr	
  Lake,	
  is	
  one	
  of	
  14	
  communities	
  statewide	
  identified	
  by	
  The	
  California	
  
Endowment	
  for	
  its	
  BHC	
  initiative.	
  BHC	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  of	
  east	
  Salinas	
  residents	
  -­‐-­‐	
  
and	
  get	
  them	
  a	
  place	
  at	
  the	
  table	
  in	
  shaping	
  the	
  future	
  of	
  their	
  city.	
  BHC	
  works	
  as	
  a	
  conduit	
  for	
  collaboration	
  
among	
  dozens	
  of	
  groups	
  working	
  with	
  youth	
  and	
  families	
  where	
  they	
  live	
  to	
  build	
  community	
  and	
  institutional	
  
changes	
  that	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  positive	
  environmental,	
  education,	
  social,	
  and	
  economic	
  outcomes.	
  	
  
	
  
BHC	
  East	
  Salinas	
  has	
  strongly	
  advocated	
  for	
  the	
  conversion	
  of	
  Carr	
  Lake	
  into	
  a	
  regional	
  park.	
  We	
  believe	
  that	
  
Carr	
  Lake	
  holds	
  tremendous	
  potential	
  to	
  address	
  community	
  needs	
  for	
  parkland	
  and	
  safe	
  green	
  spaces	
  and	
  to	
  
improve	
  the	
  well-­‐being	
  of	
  East	
  Salinas	
  residents.	
  	
  We	
  understand	
  that	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  envisioned	
  as	
  parkland	
  and	
  
restored	
  riparian	
  corridors	
  for	
  decades	
  and	
  that	
  modifying	
  the	
  landscape	
  and	
  restoring	
  its	
  waterways	
  can	
  also	
  
serve	
  to	
  mitigate	
  flood	
  impacts	
  to	
  nearby	
  residential	
  areas.	
  	
  
	
  
Community	
  engagement	
  and	
  leadership	
  development,	
  especially	
  among	
  youth,	
  is	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  what	
  we	
  do	
  
and	
  we	
  look	
  forward	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  the	
  Big	
  Sur	
  Land	
  Trust	
  and	
  other	
  community	
  advocates	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  
the	
  people	
  who	
  live	
  in	
  the	
  neighborhoods	
  adjacent	
  to	
  Carr	
  Lake	
  play	
  a	
  central	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  design	
  of	
  this	
  
community	
  conservation	
  project.	
  
	
  
We	
  strongly	
  urge	
  the	
  Coastal	
  Conservancy’s	
  support	
  for	
  the	
  Big	
  Sur	
  Land	
  Trust’s	
  Ikeda	
  Property	
  acquisition	
  at	
  
Carr	
  Lake.	
  Thank	
  you.	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  

	
  
Andrea	
  Manzo	
  
Hub	
  Manager	
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September 25, 2015 
 
Samuel P. Schuchat, Executive Officer 
California State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612-2530  
 
Dear Mr. Schuchat: 
 
On behalf of Watershed Institute, I am writing to voice support for the Big Sur Land Trust’s application to 
the Coastal Conservancy for the acquisition of a property within Carr Lake in Salinas, California.  The 
Watershed Institute has been in partnership with the Big Sur Land Trust and the City of Salinas for over 
15 years working on this signature project that will result in “parklands for the people who feed a 
nation.”  In that time, the Watershed Institute’s Return of the Natives Restoration Education Project has 
involved over 25,000 Salinas children/youth/residents and CSUMB students in the creation of creekside 
parks which empty into Carr Lake.  We are thrilled that Coastal Conservancy funding may make the next 
step into the restoration of Carr Lake itself possible.  
 
This first piece of acquisition of 73 acres of the historic Carr Lake will lead to the creation of a project 
that will benefit Salinas, our region, and indeed the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary in 
numerous ways.  Salinas will gain urban green space, trail networks will connect the City, new 
recreational sites will be possible, and the City will have a “green” heart at its center.  Wetlands will be 
restored, groundwater recharge will improve, wildlife habitat will be created and the water quality of 
the entire watershed that flows to the Bay will significantly improve. 
 
Very few existing large cities ever have the opportunity to site significant parklands in their centers, and 
Coastal Conservancy funding of this Big Sur Land Trust application will make real a dream for Salinas that 
started in the 1970s and which will finally come to reality.  Help Salinas to “believe in itself.” 
 
On behalf of the Watershed Institute of CSU Monterey Bay, I strongly support the grant application of 
the Big Sur Land Trust.  Please encourage your staff to call upon me at 831-582-3689 or 
llienk@csumb.edu for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Laura Lee Lienk 
Co-Director, Watershed Institute, CSU Monterey Bay 
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