Exhibit 3: Project Letters

COMMITTEES (Aggpmhlg

BANKING AND FINANCE
HUMAN SERVICES

NATURAL RESOURCES (ﬂalifﬂ I"I’IiEI %ﬁ?giﬁlﬂfﬂt?

SELECT COMMITTEES

CHAIR: COASTAL PROTECTION

CHAIR: EXPANDING ACCESS TO
CALIFORNIA'S NATURAL RESOURCES

MARK STONE
CHAIR, JUDICIARY
ASSEMBLYMEMBER, TWENTY-NINTH DISTRICT

May 9, 2016

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

C/QO: Sarah Stoner-Duncan
Central Coast Wetlands Group

Dear Mr. Bosco:

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. BOX 942849
SACRAMENTO, CA 94249-0029
(916) 319-2029
FAX (916) 319-2129

DISTRICT OFFICES
701 OCEAN STREET, SUITE 3188
SANTA CRUZ, CA 95060
(831) 425-1503
FAX (831) 425-2570

99 PACIFIC STREET, SUITE 575G
MONTEREY, CA 93940
(831) 649-2832
FAX (831) 649-2935

I am writing to express my support for the application submitted by Coastal Conservation and Research,
Inc. and the Central Coast Wetlands Group for Climate Ready grant funding to support the Salinas River

State Beach Dune Restoration Project.

As Chair of the Assembly Select Committee on Coastal Protection, I've had the opportunity to hold
hearings addressing the impacts of sea level rise and beach erosion on California’s coast. What is evident
is that the dunes of southern Monterey Bay are eroding at alarming rates. At Salinas River State Beach, this
erosion threatens a critical habitat that includes many species of birds, including the California brown
pelican, red-tailed hawk, American kestrel, western snowy plover, western gull, black phoebe, western
scrub-jay, California towhee and white-crowned sparrow to name just a few. The dunes also act as a
natural batrier to assist in preventing coastal flooding and protecting coastal resources from storm damage.

The proposed dune restoration project builds upon the regional efforts to test strategies to adapt to sea
level rise that support natural processes and protect environmentally sensitive habitats. Erosion of these
dunes, exacerbated by invasive ice plant, compromises these services. This project seeks to: 1) restore dune
systems to reduce vulnerability to sea level rise through the eradication of exotic species and establishment
of native plants in the project area, 2) protect coastal agricultural and wetland resources from the impacts
of sea level rise; 3) work with CA State Parks to enhance public coastal access while protecting the
sensitive dune ecosystem, 4) provide community outreach and education to local communities about the
importance of native plants and dune systems; and 5) document the success of a “green” sea level rise

adaptation strategy for further use along California’s coast line.

Thank you for considering this very worthy project, and feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

A st -

Mark Stone
Assembly
Twenty-Ninth District
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