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April 1, 2016 

 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Chair Bosco, 

 

I am writing to express my support for the Sonoma Resource Conservation District’s proposal entitled 

LandSmart On-the-Ground for Sonoma Creek Vineyards.  In cooperation with vineyard owners in the 

Sonoma Creek watershed, this project will reduce erosion, slow, spread and sink stormwater, conserve 

irrigation water, and enhance habitat for wildlife and pollinators. 

 

Supervisorial District 1, which I am proud to represent, includes the Sonoma Creek watershed, 

which is home to diverse fish and wildlife, rich historic and recreational resources, and five distinct 

American Viticultural Areas. Sonoma Creek is 303(d) listed as impaired by excess sediment, and 

the watershed overlies a groundwater basin that is currently in overdraft. With vineyards 

representing a significant portion of the land cover in the watershed, the stewardship efforts of 

individual vineyard owners are essential to preserving the watershed’s unique resources, and 

addressing its pressing environmental issues. This project is important because it assists family 

vineyards for whom near-term implementation of comprehensive water sustainability would not 

otherwise be possible.   

 

Additionally, Sonoma Creek downstream suffers from significant flooding issues during heavy 

rainfall events.  I am now working with Sonoma Resources Conservation District and a number of 

agencies and nonprofits to reduce the flooding and recharge the aquifer. This project will 

significantly contribute to the success of this effort in Sonoma Valley. 

 

I respectfully request that you support the funding of this very important project. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Supervisor Susan Gorin 

First District 

 

COUNTY OF SONOMA  
 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
 

575 ADMINISTRATION DRIVE, RM. 100A 

SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA 95403 
 

(707) 565-2241 

FAX (707) 565-3778 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SUSAN GORIN 
FIRST DISTRICT SUPERVISOR 

 

susan.gorin@sonoma-county.org 
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April 7, 2016 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Chair Bosco, 

 

The Sonoma County Winegrape Commission wishes to express support for the Sonoma Resource 

Conservation District’s proposal entitled LandSmart On-the-Ground for Sonoma Creek Vineyards.  In 

cooperation with vineyard owners in the Sonoma Creek watershed, this project will reduce erosion, 

slow, spread and sink stormwater, conserve irrigation water, and enhance habitat for wildlife and 

pollinators. 

 

The Sonoma County Winegrape Commission (SCWC) was established in 2006 as a marketing and 

educational organization dedicated to the promotion and preservation of Sonoma County as one of the 

world’s premier grape growing regions. SCWC has oversight by the California Department of Food and 

Agriculture. With more than 1,800 growers, SCWC’s goal is to promote Sonoma County as a world class 

wine growing region and protect local agriculture. Sonoma County’s winegrape growers have committed 

to become a 100% sustainable wine region by 2019, a bold pledge that demonstrates the readiness of 

these farmers to implement sustainable farming practices in their vineyards.  

 

This project is important because of its role in assisting grape growers in accomplishing their goals for 

sustainability, and because of the multiple benefits it provides to the Sonoma Creek watershed. I 

respectfully request that you support the funding of this very worthy project. 

 

Thank you for your consideration, 

 
 

Karissa Kruse 

President 
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