
March 23,2016

United States Department of the Interior
U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

San Diego National Wildlife Refuge Complex
San Diego Bay National Wildlife Refuge

1080 Gunpowder Point Dr.
Chula Vista, CA 91910

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13"
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Mr. Bosco:
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Ocean Connectors was founded in 2007 with the goal of using migratory wildlife to connect
underserved youth to nature for the sake of conservation. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has
been an Ocean Connectors partner since 2008, providing funding as well as logistical support
and expert insight into project activities.

In 2011 Ocean Connectors kicked off new habitat restoration activities for underserved students

in partnership with our agency. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is committed to supporting
the Ocean Connectors Bird and Habitat Study and to continuing our partnership in the
future. The Bird and Habitat Study directly benefits the community by improving and protecting
native habitats, while also providing students with a meaningful service-learning opportunity in
the outdoors. Ocean Connectors advances the goals of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service,
enabling local youth to form a vital connection with the environment that contributes to lasting
stewardship.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service intends to continue working with Ocean Connectors in the
years ahead to involve thousands of youth from National City School District in habitat
restoration around the San Diego Bay. I am a member of the Ocean Connectors Advisory Board,
helping to provide guidance as the organization grows.

Thank you for your consideration and please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

fel Jiment

ivironmentdi'Education Specialist
San Diego National Wildlife Refuge Complex
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   UNITED STATES DEPT. OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Southwest Fisheries Science Center 
8901 La Jolla Shores Dr. 
La Jolla, CA  92037

23 March 2016 
 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco: 
 
I am writing in strong support of the Ocean Connectors Bird and Habitat Study project. I have 
worked with Ocean Connectors for many years and find this program to be the most inspiring 
environmental education program targeting youth in southern California that I have ever worked 
with.  What’s more, the program’s Executive Director Frances Kinney is a gifted educator and very 
deeply committed to bettering the environmental ethic of the children of our state.   
 
The Ocean Connectors Bird and Habitat Study makes a meaningful addition to existing educational 
programming in San Diego County, and it benefits the community by building a connection between 
local youth, the marine environment, and NOAA marine scientists working in the area.  This is a 
truly unique educational effort targeting underserved youth in San Diego County, and one that 
promises to increase environmental awareness amongst our future leaders.  The project is not only an 
asset to the local community, but provides direct tangible benefits to coastal ecosystems and 
improvements to natural habitat areas around San Diego Bay. 
 
In closing, Ocean Connectors has a strong history of success, and I fully endorse and support 
funding for this remarkable effort. Any support that would enable the Ocean Connectors Bird and 
Habitat Study to expand would pay huge dividends towards inspiring conservation ethics in our 
community, improving coastal habitat, and helping nurture future environmental leaders of the 
world. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Yours kindly, 
 
 
 
Jeffrey A. Seminoff, Ph.D.  
Leader, Marine Turtle Ecology & Assessment Program 
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March 23, 2016 

 

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Chairman 

State Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Dear Mr. Bosco: 

 
I am writing in strong support of the application for the Ocean Connectors Bird and Habitat 
Study.  National School District has been involved with Ocean Connectors since 2007, and 
we are now working collaboratively to bring their unique programs to every elementary 
school within our District.   
 
Ocean Connectors delivers meaningful science education programs that positively impact 
the lives of our children and their families, while providing direct benefits to local habitats 
and native wildlife.  This organization presents an unprecedented opportunity to mobilize 
the community and inspire coastal conservation. Ocean Connectors enables our students to 
participate in environmental learning opportunities completely free of charge.  The 
programs are a valuable addition to our existing school curricula, meet state learning 
standards, and benefit our schools, environment, and the community overall.  We strongly 
support the Ocean Connectors Bird and Habitat Study, what it stands for, and what it does 
for the lives of our students. 
 
Ocean Connectors has done an exceptional job working with our schools. The Ocean 
Connectors staff have developed an outstanding rapport with all stakeholders by working 
tirelessly and effectively in the classroom and in the field, providing our students with 
opportunities and instruction that they would otherwise not be able to receive.  
 
Ocean Connectors is an asset to our school district. Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Dr. Cindy Vasquez 
Director of Educational Services 
National School District 
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