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August 9, 2016

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Board Chair
State Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland CA 94612

Re: San Jose Creek Steelhead Recovery and Restoration Project
Dear Mr. Bosco,

I am writing to express my support for the San Jose Creek Steelhead Recovery and Restoration Project sponsored
by the Cachuma Resource Conservation District (“RCD”) and the Environmental Defense Center (“EDC”). This
project aims to restore steelhead migratory access to over 2 miles of high quality steelhead spawning and rearing
habitat. The project also enjoys the support of the landowners including two long-time local farming families, by
the City of Goleta, County of Santa Barbara Flood Control District, County Supervisor Janet Wolf and
Congresswoman Lois Capps.

An obsolete dam dating to the 1950s and two at-grade road crossings prevent upstream migration of steelhead to
historic spawning grounds. The project will remove all there structures, restore the stream, and replace the
crossings with span bridges to keep the road and vehicles out of the restored creek. The project will improve
water quality, enhance access for the farming operations, improve riparian habitat conditions and streamflow, and
restore access for steelhead.

The RCD is requesting funding from the Coastal Conservancy to complete the biological surveys and analysis,
and initiate local, state and federal project permitting. Separate funding from the National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation is currently being utilized to complete the project’s engineering and design. The project has also
received financial support from the City of Goleta, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and two local
foundations.

Southern California Steelhead is one of the most endangered fish in the United States according to the National
Marine Fisheries Service which supports the project. According to the 2012 Southern California Steelhead
Recovery Plan, the southern California steelhead has plummeted from between 32,000-46,000 down to an
estimated 500 adult fish. The Recovery Plan lists the Goleta Slough Watershed, including San Jose Creek, as a
Core 1 (highest priority) habitat for recovery of steelhead in southern California. The Recovery Plan lists critical
recovery actions, and this includes removing barriers to steelhead migration as will be accomplished by this
project.

This project has been extremely well planned and is needed to bring steelhead back from the brink of extinction. |
urge you to approve full funding for the San Jose Creek Steelhead Recovery and Restoration Project.

Thank you,

ez

DAS WILLIAMS
Assemblymember, 37" District
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SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
August 25,2016

Mr. Douglas Bosco, Board Chair
State Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Support for San Jose Creek Steelhead Recovery and Restoration Project - Proposition 1 Grant Application
Dear Mr. Bosco,

As Second District Supervisor in Santa Barbara County, I want to express my enthusiastic support of the request by
the Cachuma Resources Conservation District (CRCD) and the Environmental Defense Center (EDC) for
Proposition 1 grant funding through the State Coastal Conservancy to remove three barriers to steelhead migration
in San Jose Creek, located in the heart of Santa Barbara County’s Second District.

The proposed project is a great example of a public-private partnership on agricultural ranch land, with support
from the landowners (two long-time farming families), the City of Goleta, County of Santa Barbara Flood Control
District, Congresswoman Lois Capps, Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson, Assemblyman Das Williams, and myself.

The Southern Steelhead population, a federally listed endangered fish species, is currently impeded in its migration,
and therefore prevented from spawning and reproducing, by an obsolete dam and two at-grade road crossings. This
project will replace these barriers with two span bridges to relocate the road out of the creek and restore steelhead
access to more than two miles of quality spawning and rearing habitat. The project will also improve water quality,
riparian habitat conditions, stream flow, and access for the farming operations.

In 2012, the National Marine Fisheries Service, which supports the project, released the Southern Steelhead
Recovery Plan. The Plan identifies removal of barriers to migration as a critical recovery action necessary to bring
this important species back from the brink of extinction. The Plan designates the Goleta Slough Watershed,
including San Jose Creek, as a Core 1 (highest priority) habitat for the recovery of steelhead in southern California.

The CRCD and EDC have secured funding to complete the feasibility analysis, and finalize engineering and design.
They seek funding from the State Coastal Conservancy to complete the biological surveys and analysis, to complete
a riparian habitat restoration plan, and to initiate local, state, and federal project permitting.

Thank you for your consideration of funding this important project.

i@rely, }
70, g// )

E
Jan t'%Wolf
Santa Barbara County Second District Supervisor
N
Cc:l | Brian Trautwein, Environmental Defense Center
' Anne Coates, Cachuma Resources Conservation District
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SANTA BARBARA URBAN CREEKS COUNCIL

P.O. Box 1467, Santa Barbara, CA 93102 (805) 962-8260 sbucc@silcom.com
http://www.sb-urbancreeks.org

August 23, 2016

Douglas Bosco, Chair
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13" Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: San Jose Creek Fish Passage Improvements letter of support

Chairman Mr. Bosco:

Santa Barbara Urban Creeks Council is a grass roots non-profit organization with thousands of
members in Santa Barbara County whose mission since 1987 is to protect and preserve our creeks and
watersheds.

Of particular concern to us are the steelhead trout threatened by past development in our local
streams.

San Jose Creek already has a year round population of resident steelhead in its upper reaches. A
recently completed project by the City of Goleta removed the major barrier to steelhead migration in
San Jose Creek. The San Jose Creek Fish Passage Improvements project would remove the last of the
barriers that presently prevent steelhead from migrating from the ocean up the creek to spawning
habitat located upstream from the current project location.

We support the Cachuma Resource Conservation District's application for funding from the Coastal
Conservancy to remove the last of fish migration barriers on San Jose Creek in Santa Barbara.

Sincerely,

Rick Ifrickmann, President
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December 2, 2015

Trish Chapman, Regional Manager
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300
Oakland, CA 94612

RE: Letter of Support for the San Jose Creek Steelhead Trout Restoration Project

Dear Ms. Chapman:

I am writing to express my strong support for the Cachurna Resources Conservation District’s
(CRCD) Fisheries Restoration Program Grant Application to the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, The CRCD, working with the Environmental Defense Center and two agricultural land
owners, is applying for this grant for the design of the removal of steelhead migration barriers
along the San Jose Creek in Santa Barbara County, within the 24th Congressional District that I
represent.

As you know, the Southern Steelhead is a federally listed endangered fish species, which migrates
from the Pacific Ocean to freshwater streams and rivers to spawn. The steelhead population is
endangered due to in-stream barriers that impede its migration and prevent the completion of its
natural life cycle.

The National Marine Fisheries Service’s Southern Steelhead Recovery Plan identified the removal
of barriers to migration as a critical recovery action necessary to bring this notable species back
from the brink of extinction.

This grant requested by the CRCD will provide funds to complete the design for the removal of an
obsolete dam and other impediments to the steelhead migration in the San Jose Creek, which is
designated in the Recovery Plan as a significant stream for steelhead habitat restoration. This
design will also include the restorative measure of planting native trees along the San Jose Creek

bank. Importantly, funds from your department have already assisted in the completion of the
Final Feasibility Study for this project.
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For these reasons, I urge you to give the Cachuma Resources Conservation District’s grant request
your full and fair consideration, consistent with all relevant rules and regulations. If you have any

questions, please feel free to contact Wendy Motta in my Santa Barbara District Office at (805) 730-
1710.

Sincerely,

LOIS CAPPS
Member of Congress
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