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August 9, 2016 
 
Mr. Douglas Bosco, Board Chair 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1300 
Oakland CA 94612 
 
Re: San Jose Creek Steelhead Recovery and Restoration Project 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 
I am writing to express my support for the San Jose Creek Steelhead Recovery and Restoration Project sponsored 
by the Cachuma Resource Conservation District (“RCD”) and the Environmental Defense Center (“EDC”).  This 
project aims to restore steelhead migratory access to over 2 miles of high quality steelhead spawning and rearing 
habitat.  The project also enjoys the support of the landowners including two long-time local farming families, by 
the City of Goleta, County of Santa Barbara Flood Control District, County Supervisor Janet Wolf and 
Congresswoman Lois Capps. 
 
An obsolete dam dating to the 1950s and two at-grade road crossings prevent upstream migration of steelhead to 
historic spawning grounds. The project will remove all there structures, restore the stream, and replace the 
crossings with span bridges to keep the road and vehicles out of the restored creek.  The project will improve 
water quality, enhance access for the farming operations, improve riparian habitat conditions and streamflow, and 
restore access for steelhead. 
 
The RCD is requesting funding from the Coastal Conservancy to complete the biological surveys and analysis, 
and initiate local, state and federal project permitting.  Separate funding from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation is currently being utilized to complete the project’s engineering and design.  The project has also 
received financial support from the City of Goleta, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and two local 
foundations. 
 
Southern California Steelhead is one of the most endangered fish in the United States according to the National 
Marine Fisheries Service which supports the project.  According to the 2012 Southern California Steelhead 
Recovery Plan, the southern California steelhead has plummeted from between 32,000-46,000 down to an 
estimated 500 adult fish.  The Recovery Plan lists the Goleta Slough Watershed, including San Jose Creek, as a 
Core 1 (highest priority) habitat for recovery of steelhead in southern California.  The Recovery Plan lists critical 
recovery actions, and this includes removing barriers to steelhead migration as will be accomplished by this 
project. 
 
This project has been extremely well planned and is needed to bring steelhead back from the brink of extinction. I 
urge you to approve full funding for the San Jose Creek Steelhead Recovery and Restoration Project. 
 
Thank you, 

W 
DAS WILLIAMS 
Assemblymember, 37th District 
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SANTA BARBARA URBAN CREEKS COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 1467,  Santa Barbara,  CA  93102    (805) 962-8260    sbucc@silcom.com                   

http://www.sb-urbancreeks.org 

 

 
 
 

August 23, 2016 

 

 

Douglas Bosco, Chair 

California Coastal Conservancy 

1330 Broadway, 13
th

 Floor 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

 

Re:  San Jose Creek Fish Passage Improvements letter of support 

 

 

Chairman Mr. Bosco: 

 

Santa Barbara Urban Creeks Council is a grass roots non-profit organization with thousands of 

members in Santa Barbara County whose mission since 1987 is to protect and preserve our creeks and 

watersheds. 

 

Of particular concern to us are the steelhead trout threatened by past development in our local 

streams. 

 

San Jose Creek already has a year round population of resident steelhead in its upper reaches.  A 

recently completed project by the City of Goleta removed the major barrier to steelhead migration in 

San Jose Creek. The San Jose Creek Fish Passage Improvements project would remove the last of the 

barriers that presently prevent steelhead from migrating from the ocean up the creek to spawning 

habitat located upstream from the current project location. 

 

We support the Cachuma Resource Conservation District's application for funding from the Coastal 

Conservancy to remove the last of fish migration barriers on San Jose Creek in Santa Barbara. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Rick Frickmann, President 
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