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September 20, 2016

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I am writing to support the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District’s request for $1,000,000 to
acquire conservation and public trail easements over the 873-acre Stewarts Point Ranch located along the scenic coastal
terrace of northwestern Sonoma County. The proposed project will allow the District to protect in perpetuity the
property’s natural and scenic resources, promote sustainable forestry, open the coastal bluff to public access compatible
with open space and grazing, and protect the site’s cultural resources.

In 1990 and again in 2006, the people of Sonoma County voted to create the District to preserve working lands, scenic
hillsides and natural areas. Since 1990, the District has protected over 106,000 acres. The approximately 873-acre
Stewarts Point Ranch represents one of a few remaining large intact forest ownerships in Sonoma County.

Funding from the Conservancy will allow the property to be protected in perpetuity through a conservation easement that
will safeguard the property’s older redwoods and the riparian area in the Late Seral Restoration Reserve along the Gualala
River, while allowing for the continuation of sustainable timber harvest in the remainder of the forest. This property has
long been one of the highest priorities for forest conservation on the Sonoma Coast and is surrounded by other large high-
priority privately-held forested properties. Through the conservation easement, the District seeks to permanently protect
not only the forest ecosystems, but also the critical fish and endangered-species habitat and coastal terrain of the Stewarts
Point Ranch. Through this protection, the highly-visible scenic hillsides and coastal terrace vistas will remain intact,
providing scenic enjoyment to residents and visitors. By preventing subdivision, the conservation easement will also
conserve significant wildlife habitat, preserve water quality, contribute to the viability of the local timber economy, and
ensure future public access via a trail along the coastal bluff. This trail will provide access to the spectacular views of the
Pacific Ocean as part of the Coastal Trail system, providing three-quarters of a mile of trail along the picturesque Sonoma
Coast.

The District’s continuing efforts to permanently protect natural resources and provide public access in Sonoma County by
providing funding for the Stewarts Point Ranch project are worthwhile pursuits. Thank you for your serious consideration
of this funding request.
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California State Senate

SENATOR
MIKE McGUIRE
SECOND SENATE DISTRICT

September 21, 2016

Douglas Bosco, Chairman

California State Coastal Conservancy
1515 Clay Street, 10th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Dear Chairman Bosco:

[ am writing to express my support for the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and
Open Space District’s request for $1,000,000 in funding to acquire conservation and
public trail easements over the 873-acre Stewarts Point Ranch located in the northwest
part of Sonoma County.

The proposed project will allow the District to protect in perpetuity, the property’s
natural, cultural and scenic resources, promote sustainable forestry and open the coastal
bluff to public access that respects open space and grazing.

The approximately 873-acre Stewarts Point Ranch represents one of the few remaining
large, intact forest ownerships in Sonoma County. This project will safeguard the
property’s older redwoods and riparian area in the Late Seral Restoration Reserve along
the Gualala River while allowing the continuation of sustainable timber harvest in the
remainder of the forest. It will also protect critical fish and endangered species habitat
and coastal terrain as well as preserve water quality.

[ am very pleased to support the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open
Space District’s application and I urge you to give it your full consideration. If our office
can be of any assistance please don’t hesitate to call (707) 576-2771.

Warmest regards,

>N

MIKE McGUIRE
Senator
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Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Letter of Support for Funding of Stewarts Point Ranch Project

Dear Chairman Bosco:

I write in support the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District’s request for
$1,000,000 to acquire conservation and public trail easements over Stewarts Point Ranch, located
along the scenic coastal terrace of northwestern Sonoma County. The proposed project will allow the
District to protect in perpetuity the property’s natural and scenic resources, promote sustainable
forestry, open the coastal bluff to public access compatible with open space and grazing, and protect

the site’s cultural resources.

The approximately 873-acre Stewarts Point Ranch represents one of a few remaining large and intact
forest ownerships in Sonoma County. It is my understanding that funding from the Conservancy will
allow the property to be protected through a conservation easement that will safeguard older redwoods
as well as a riparian area in the Late Seral Restoration Reserve along the Gualala River. It will also
allow for the continuation of sustainable timber harvest in the remainder of the forest.

This property has long been one of the highest priorities for forest conservation on the Sonoma Coast.
Through the conservation easement, the District seeks to permanently protect not only the forest
ecosystems, but also the critical fish and endangered-species habitat and coastal terrain of the Stewarts
Point Ranch. Through this protection, the highly-visible scenic hillsides and coastal terrace vistas will
remain intact, providing scenic enjoyment to residents and visitors. By preventing subdivision, the
conservation easement will also conserve significant wildlife habitat, preserve water quality,
contribute to the viability of the local timber economy, and ensure future public access via a trail along

the coastal bluff.

I urge the Conservancy to support the District’s continuing efforts to permanently protect natural
resources and provide public access in Sonoma County by providing funding for the Stewarts Point
Ranch project. Thank you for your consideration of this funding request.

Respectfully,

JIM WOOD
Assemblymember, District 2
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August 30, 2016

Douglas Bosco, Chairman
State Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612

Re: Letter of Support for State Coastal Conservancy funding of Stewarts Point Ranch
project

Dear Chairman Bosco:

The Sonoma County Regional Parks Department is in support of the Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District’s (District) request for $1,000,000 to
acquire conservation and public trail easements over the 873-acre Stewarts Point Ranch
located along the scenic coastal terrace of northwestern Sonoma County. The proposed
project will allow the District to protect in perpetuity the property’s natural and scenic
resources, promote sustainable forestry, work with Sonoma County Regional Parks to
open the coastal bluff to public access compatible with open space and grazing, and
protect the site’s cultural resources. The approximately 873-acre Stewarts Point Ranch
represents one of a few remaining large intact forest ownerships in Sonoma County.

Funding from the Conservancy will allow the property to be protected in perpetuity
through a conservation easement that will safeguard the property’s older redwoods and
the riparian area in the Late Seral Restoration Reserve along the Gualala River, while
allowing for the continuation of sustainable timber harvest in the remainder of the forest.
This property has long been one of the highest priorities for forest conservation on the
Sonoma Coast and is surrounded by other large high-priority privately-held forested
properties. Through the conservation easement, the District seeks to permanently protect
not only the forest ecosystems, but also the critical fish and endangered-species habitat
and coastal terrain of the Stewarts Point Ranch. Through this protection, the highly-
visible scenic hillsides and coastal terrace vistas will remain intact, providing scenic
enjoyment to residents and visitors. By preventing subdivision, the conservation
easement will also conserve significant wildlife habitat, preserve water quality, contribute
to the viability of the local timber economy, and ensure future public access via a
magnificent section of the planned 1,200 mile California Coastal Trail along the coastal
bluff. This proposed trail also provides a critical link to close the northern Sonoma
County Coastal Trail gap.

As the County’s Regional Parks Department Director, I urge the Conservancy to support
the District’s continuing efforts to permanently protect natural resources and provide a
high quality, state mandated Coastal Trail in Sonoma County by providing funding for
the Stewarts Point Ranch project. Thank you for your consideration of this funding
request.

Sincerely, -
Y/

James Nantell, Deputy Director

cc: William J. Keene, District General Manager
Lisa Ames, SCC Project Manager
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July 21, 2015

Samuel Schuchat, Executive Officer
Coastal Conservancy

1330 Broadway, 13th Floor
Oakland, CA 94612-2530

Re: Application for Coastal Conservancy Funding for Stewarts Point Ranch

Dear Mr. Schuchat:

I am writing in support of the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District’s (District)
application for funding from the State Coastal Conservancy to assist in the District’s acquisition of a conservation

easement over the Stewarts Point Ranch property located along the scenic coastal terrace in northwestern Sonoma
County.

In 1990 and again in 2006, the people of Sonoma County voted to create the District to preserve working lands,
scenic hillsides and natural areas. Since 1990, the District has protected over 106,000 acres. The approximately
873-acre Stewarts Point Ranch represents one of the few remaining large intact forest ownerships in Sonoma
County. This property has long been one of the highest priorities for forest conservation on the Sonoma Coast and is
surrounded by other large high-priority privately-held forested properties.

Funding from the Coastal Conservancy will allow the property to be protected in perpetuity through a conservation
easement that will protect the property’s older redwoods and the riparian area in the Late Seral Restoration Reserve
along the Gualala River, while allowing for the continuation of sustainable timber harvest in the remainder of the
forest. Through the conservation easement, the District seeks to permanently protect not only the forest ecosystems,
but also the critical fish and endangered-species habitat and coastal terrain of the Stewarts Point Ranch. Through
this protection, the highly-visible scenic hillsides and vistas will remain intact, providing scenic enjoyment to both
residents and visitors. By preventing subdivision, the conservation easement will also conserve significant wildlife
habitat, preserve water quality, contribute to the viability of the local timber economy, and ensure future public
access via a trail along the coastal bluff.

As Chair of the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors, I urge the Coastal Conservancy to support the District’s

continuing efforts to permanently protect natural resources in Sonoma County by providing funding for the Stewarts
Point Ranch project.

Sincerely,

Susan Gorin, Chair
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
First District





