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PO Box 1335  Healdsburg, CA 95448  ❖ 707-433-1958 ❖ Fax 707-433-1989 ❖ info@russianriverkeeper.org 

 
 
May 21, 2012 
 
Chairman Douglas Bosco 
California State Coastal Conservancy  
Attn. Michael Bowen 
1330 Broadway, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
RE:  Russian River Floodplain Restoration: SUPPORT Hanson Windsor Ponds Feasibility 
Study and Conceptual Design Proposal, Sonoma County, CA 
 
Dear Chairman Bosco: 
 
Russian Riverkeeper is pleased to support the Endangered Habitats Conservancy’s grant 
request for a feasibility study evaluating restoration options for the 358-acre Hanson property 
along the Middle Reach of the Russian River just west of the town of Windsor. 
 
Past practices of gravel mining in open pits such as the Hanson Property, agricultural 
encroachment, channelization for flood control and other development has eliminated all off-
channel habitat in the majority of the Russian River. The loss of former channel meanders 
and other lowland habitat has greatly reduced food sources available to juvenile salmon and 
this loss is a major limiting factor today for salmon populations. The state of science informs 
us that increasing forage productivity for juvenile salmon is possible through re-creation of 
off-channel low elevation habitat features. The project also seeks to provide new low-impact 
public river access in addition to salmon habitat restoration.  
 
Due to high value vineyard development in the world famous Russian River middle reach 
securing land to accomplish off-channel habitat restoration is cost prohibitive. Restoring and 
reconnecting floodplain gravel pits offer a lower cost opportunity to create off-channel 
habitat and could provide a far greater benefit to the Russian River compared to current 
reclamation plans. We are however concerned about the large number of unknowns in 
restoring and reconnecting the former gravel pits and possibility for unintended 
consequences. We have thoroughly reviewed EHC’s proposed work plan and feasibility 
study and believe the study will provide critical information and guidance that could 
ultimately address our concerns and avoid unintended consequences as much as possible. 
For this reason we offer our support for the proposed feasibility study grant request. It is our 
belief that this study will provide needed information to design an implementation project 
that is deserving of our support in the future. 
 
We appreciate the efforts of Michael Beck of EHC and Mike McGuire, local Sonoma County 
Supervisor, to engage local partners for this project to ensure an optimal outcome. Russian 
Riverkeeper will be working with Sotoyome Resource Conservation District to serve as local 
partners to solicit input from landowners, local environmental groups and local scientists and 
experts in order to ensure concerns are addressed and all relevant information is considered. 
This type of inclusive process results in the best possible outcome for the project and river. 
 

Exhibit 4:  Project Letters



  
 

   

In summary, we encourage you to support EHC’s Feasibility Study and Conceptual Design 
Proposal to provide critical information to guide the efforts to re-create missing off-channel 
salmonid habitat at the Hanson Property and the other hundreds of acres of former gravel 
pits. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Don McEnhill 
Executive Director 
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