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March 6, 2015 
 
Douglas Bosco 
Chariman 
California Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadwy, 13th Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
 
Re:   Cardiff State Beach Living Shoreline Conceptual Plan 
 
Dear Mr. Bosco, 
 
Commission staff has reviewed the draft conceptual plan to develop living shoreline 
alternatives along Cardiff State Beach.  The proposed plan would investigate soft 
alternatives to protect a stretch of Highway 101 between the Cities of Encinitas and 
Solana Beach that provides significant public access to this stretch of coastline.  This area 
of the coast is adjacent to two State Marine Conservation Areas that host sensitive 
habitats, and also provides valuable opportunities for a wide range of coastal recreation 
activities. 
 
The development of soft alternatives for the protection of existing development is 
consistent with direction provided in the Commission’s draft Seal Level Rise Guidance 
document, and Commission staff is in support of efforts that would provide more 
information on the feasibility of such alternatives including a living shoreline approach.   
It is important to underscore that any design alternatives should be consistent with 
Coastal Act policies and should avoid impacts to public access and coastal resources.  
 
Commission staff is available to provide more specific direction and guidance should this 
conceptual plan be advanced to ensure that concerns about any proposed project design 
are identified early in this planning process.  We appreciate the opportunity to be 
involved in this review, and look forward to future coordination between our agencies. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
     

 
Gabriel Buhr 
Coastal Program Manager 
 

 
Cc (copies sent via email) 
 Megan Cooper (CCC) 
 Kathy Weldon (City of Encinitas) 
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