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Johnson, Paul@SCC

From: Walter Lamb <walter@ballona.org>
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2025 10:22 AM
To: SCC Public Comment
Subject: Written public comment for November 20 SCC meeting
Attachments: USACE to CDFW Withdrawal_signed (17SEP2019).pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content 
is safe. 

Good morning,  
 
Please post these comments and the attached document under the agenda item for general public comment 
for the November 20th SCC meeting. 
 
It is becoming increasingly clear that the Ballona Wetlands Restoration Project, as currently designed, has no 
viable path to implementation. Without a change in direction, this critical ecosystem will be imperiled. The 
attached letter, dated September 17, 2019, from Aaron Allen at the United States Army Corps of Engineers to 
Ed Pert at the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), explains that the Corps stopped considering 
CDFW's application due to a lack of required information, but anticipated that the additional information 
would be provided within two years. However, over six years after the writing of this letter, there is no 
indication that CDFW has any active plan to submit the level of information required by the Corps. 
 
The twenty years and $15 million in funding invested by the Conservancy must now be treated as a sunken 
cost, and the Conservancy should take a leadership role in exploring alternative approaches to ensuring this 
critical ecosystem is returned to high function across all 577 acres. Specifically, there is an urgent need to 
begin converting invasive vegetation cover with native habitat across the reserve.  As the agency that staffs 
and coordinates the Southern California Wetlands Recovery Project, the Conservancy must stay engaged with 
this project in its new phase. 
 
Thank you for considering these comments and the attached letter and for posting them in the public 
comment section of the agenda for the upcoming meeting. 
 
Walter Lamb 
Ballona Wetlands Land Trust   
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September 17', 2019

SUBJECT: Withdrawal of Permit Application

Mr. Ed Pert
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
3883 Ruffin Road
San Diego, California 92123

Dear Mr. Pert:

I am responding to your application (File No. SPL-2010-01155-BLR) dated May 16, 2016,
for a Department of the Army permit to discharge till material into waters of the United States
(U.S.) under Section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. I344) and place structures in
navigable waters ofthe U.S. under Section I0 of the River and Harbor Act (33 U.S.C. 403), in
association with the Ballona Wetlands Restoration Project, in Ballona Creek near Marina del
Rey, Los Angeles County, California.

Our files indicate that, although you have provided preliminary engineering design
information, you have not provided the more detailed engineering information that is needed to
complete the preliminary technical analysis for your Section 408 application, which was recently
determined by the Corps to be required to complete the Final Environmental Impact Statement
(BIS) for the Ballona Wetlands Restoration Project. Based on your most recent estimate, and
recognizing that delays can occur, you anticipate providing the required detailed engineering
information to us in approximately two years. We understand that it can take a substantial
amount of time to complete a detailed engineering design for a complex wetland restoration
project and, although your application is considered withdrawn, we anticipate reinitiating review
of your previously submitted permit application and restarting the Final EIS process upon receipt
of the above information.
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Thank you for participating in our Regulatory Program. If you have any questions, please
contact me at (805) S85-2148 or via e-mail at Aaron.O.Allen@usace.army.mil. Please help me to
evaluate and improve the regulatory experience for others by completing the customer survey
form at http:flcorpsrnapu.usace.army.milfcm_apexr’f'?p=regulatory_survey.

Sincerely,

o5@J
Aaron O. Allen, Ph.D.
Chief, North Coast Branch
Regulatory Division
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