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COASTAL CONSERVANCY 
 

Staff Recommendation 
August 22, 2019 

 
BEACH WHEELCHAIR GRANT PROGRAM 

 
Project No. 19-017-01 

Project Manager: Amy Hutzel 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Authorization to disburse up to $112,154 to eleven nonprofit 
organizations and public agencies to acquire beach wheelchairs and associated storage at 
various sites on the California coast and in San Francisco Bay to facilitate access for persons 
with disabilities.   
 
LOCATION: Clam Beach County Park in Humboldt County, Schoonmaker Beach in Marin County; 
Natural Bridges State Beach, Manresa State Beach, Twin Lakes State Beach, Seabright State 
Beach, and Palm Beach in Santa Cruz County; the Esplanade at Rio Del Mar in Santa Cruz 
County; Morro Bay and Avila Beach in San Luis Obispo County; East Beach in Santa Barbara 
County; Santa Monica State Beach and Santa Monica Pier in Los Angeles County; Crystal Cove 
State Park in Orange County; Main Beach in the City of Laguna Beach in Orange County; City of 
Oceanside Beaches in San Diego County; and Mission Beach, Pacific Beach, and Ocean Beach in 
San Diego County.  
 
PROGRAM CATEGORY: Public Accessways 
  

EXHIBITS 
 

Exhibit 1:  Project Location Maps 

Exhibit 2:  Beach Wheelchair Grant Application 

Exhibit 3:  Project Photos 

  

 
RESOLUTION AND FINDINGS:  

Staff recommends that the State Coastal Conservancy adopt the following resolution pursuant 
to Sections 31400 et seq. of the Public Resources Code: 

“The State Coastal Conservancy hereby authorizes the disbursement of an amount not to 
exceed one hundred twelve thousand one hundred fifty four dollars ($112,154) to the following 

https://scc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/sccbb/2019/1908/20190822Board03C_Beach_Wheelchair_Ex1.pdf
https://scc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/sccbb/2019/1908/20190822Board03C_Beach_Wheelchair_Ex2.pdf
https://scc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/sccbb/2019/1908/20190822Board03C_Beach_Wheelchair_Ex3.pdf
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public entities and nonprofit organizations (“the grantees”) to acquire beach wheelchairs and 
associated storage:  

• Six thousand six hundred seventy two dollar ($6,672) to County of Humboldt to acquire 
beach wheelchairs for public use at Clam Beach County Park; 

• Six thousand dollars ($6,000) to Environmental Traveling Companions to acquire a beach 
wheelchair and beach walker for public use at Schoonmaker Beach in Marin County; 

• Thirteen thousand seven hundred sixty two dollars ($13,762) to Friends of Santa Cruz 
State Parks to acquire beach wheelchairs for public use at Natural Bridges State Beach, 
Manresa State Beach, Twin Lakes State Beach, Seabright State Beach, and Palm Beach in 
Santa Cruz County;  

• Eleven thousand dollars ($11,000) to County of Santa Cruz to acquire a beach 
wheelchair and storage unit for public use at Rio Del Mar State Beach in Santa Cruz 
County;  

• Ten thousand dollars ($10,000) to Jack’s Helping Hand to acquire beach wheelchairs for 
public use at Morro Bay and/or Avila Beach in San Luis Obispo County;  

• Fourteen thousand five hundred dollars ($14,500) to City of Santa Barbara to acquire 
beach wheelchairs for public use at East Beach in Santa Barbara County;  

• Fourteen thousand dollars ($14,000) to Heal the Bay to acquire beach wheelchairs for 
public use at Santa Monica State Beach and the Santa Monica Pier, and for student use  
at the Heal the Bay Aquarium programs in Los Angeles County;  

• Six thousand dollars ($6,000) to Crystal Cove Conservancy to acquire beach wheelchairs 
for public use at the Crystal Cove State Park’s Historic District Beach and El Moro Beach 
in Orange County; 

• Five thousand five hundred dollars ($5,500) to City of Laguna Beach to acquire beach 
wheelchairs for public use at Main Beach in Orange County;  

• Eleven thousand one hundred dollars ($11,100) to City of Oceanside to acquire beach 
wheelchairs for public use at Oceanside Pier and Oceanside Harbor Beach in San Diego 
County; and  

• Thirteen thousand six hundred twenty dollars ($13,620) to City of San Diego to acquire 
beach wheelchairs for public use at Mission Beach, Pacific Beach, and Ocean Beach in 
San Diego County." 

Prior to commencement of each project, each grantee shall each submit for the review and 
written approval of the Executive Officer of the Conservancy (Executive Officer) the following: 

1. A work program, including a plan for acknowledgement of Conservancy funding, a plan for 
maintaining the beach wheelchairs, and a budget.  
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2. Evidence of any written agreements required to enable the grantee to provide and maintain 
the beach wheelchairs and associated storage at each applicable beach location, and to 
conduct any related outreach. 

Staff further recommends that the Conservancy adopt the following findings: 

“Based on the accompanying staff report and attached exhibits, the State Coastal Conservancy 
hereby finds that: 

1. The proposed authorization is consistent with Chapter 9 of Division 21 of the Public 
Resources Code, regarding System of Public Accessways. 

2. The proposed project is consistent with the current Conservancy Project Selection Criteria 
and Guidelines. 

3. Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks, Heal the Bay, Crystal Cove Conservancy, Jack’s Helping 
Hand, and Environmental Traveling Companions are nonprofit organizations organized 
under section 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code, and whose purposes are 
consistent with Division 21 of the Public Resources Code.” 

  

 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 

The proposed authorization is to provide up to $112,154 to eleven nonprofit organizations and 
public agencies to acquire beach wheelchairs and associated storage at various sites on the 
California coast and in San Francisco Bay, in order to facilitate public access to the coast for 
persons with disabilities. The Conservancy widely distributed a solicitation for beach wheelchair 
projects in January 2019, in conjunction with the Explore the Coast solicitation (Exhibit 2). By 
the April 8, 2019 deadline, the Conservancy received 18 proposals totaling $211,002 in 
requested funding. Of the 18 proposals, eleven are recommended for funding under this grant 
round. Projects were prioritized based on the following criteria: 

• The extent to which the project serves and increases recreational opportunities for persons 
with disabilities, seniors, and others who may have physical challenges accessing California 
beaches; 

• The extent to which the project location needs new or additional or replacement beach 
wheelchairs and/or storage; 

• The extent to which the beach wheelchairs will be easily accessible by users.  

• Project description is clear and concise and budget is reasonable. 

Staff recommends funding the following eleven projects, which are listed geographically from 
northern to southern California. 
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North Coast 

Staff recommends providing up to $6,672 to the County of Humboldt to acquire two manual 
beach wheelchairs for public use at Clam Beach County Park and conduct outreach and 
advertising about their availability. Clam Beach County Park is home to just under one mile of 
county-owned sandy beach slopes and provides an access point to numerous miles of state-
owned beach and wave slopes. Clam Beach County Park receives an average of 500 vehicles 
visiting daily at its north and south parking lots. The park currently has no beach wheelchairs. A 
newly constructed, fully accessible restroom facility will allow for adequate storage space for 
the beach wheelchairs at Clam Beach County Park. Reservations for the beach wheelchairs will 
be made by calling the Humboldt County Parks Department at least one day in advance. 

San Francisco Bay 

Staff recommends providing up to $6,000 to Environmental Traveling Companions (ETC) to 
acquire one amphibious beach wheelchair and a foldable walker with an all-terrain walker 
conversion kit, for use by both the general public at Schoonmaker Beach, and by ETC’s kayak 
program participants. Schoonmaker’s beautiful publicly accessible beach in Sausalito is a launch 
point for all kinds of paddle craft and offers relatively calm waters and an excellent access point 
for exploring the Bay. When not in use, the beach wheelchair and walker will be stored at 
Schoonmaker Point Marina in a secure container. The availability of the beach wheelchair and 
all-terrain walker will be publicized to participants in ETC’s programs and to members of the 
general public. The equipment will be available to the public by a request to ETC staff or the 
Harbor Master and staff of Schoonmaker Point Marina.  

Central Coast 

Staff recommends providing up to $13,762 to Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks to acquire five 
manual beach wheelchairs for Natural Bridges State Beach, Manresa State Beach, Twin Lakes 
State Beach, Seabright State Beach, and Palm Beach and conduct outreach and marketing 
about their availability. California Department of Parks and Recreation estimate that over one 
million people visit the five coastal beaches listed above plus Rio Del Mar State beach (see next 
project) each year. At Natural Bridges State Beach, on-site storage facilities are available at the 
visitor center. At Manresa, Twin Lakes, Seabright and Palm State Beaches, the beach 
wheelchairs will be stored at the regional office when not in use and under the control of on-
site lifeguards for day use. Each beach will have signage directing potential users to the site of 
the chair and check-out systems for general public use. 

Staff recommends providing up to $11,000 to the County of Santa Cruz Department of Parks, 
Open Space, and Cultural Services to acquire one motorized beach wheelchair/all-terrain 
scooter, a back-up battery, and one secured storage unit for the County’s Esplanade property 
at Rio Del Mar State Beach. The property is located within a commercial area adjacent to a 
County parking lot that serves Rio Del Mar State beach, the promenade along Seacliff State 
Beach, and adjacent beaches in Aptos. The process to check out or reserve the wheelchair will 
be detailed on the County Parks website or disseminated by phone, email, or in person by 
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County Parks staff.  Reservations may be made in advance through the Parks office or checked 
out on a first-come, first-served basis.  

Staff recommends providing up to $10,000 to Jack’s Helping Hand to help acquire two manual 
beach wheelchairs and one power beach wheelchair for use at Morro Bay and/or Avila Beach. 
San Luis Obispo County receives over 1 million visitors per year to the County and its beaches. 
The three current beach wheelchairs at Morro Bay and Avila Beach are manual, adult-sized, and 
cannot be self-propelled.  Jack’s Helping Hand will provide chairs that are equipped with hip 
guides, trunk supports, headrests, and chest supports, which will allow children and adults with 
all levels of paralysis to have safe and functional mobility on the beach. The manual chairs are 
low to the ground, so the user can touch the sand, water, or pick up seashells. They can be self-
propelled and allow a wheelchair user the independence of enjoying a beach on their own if 
they wish. A padded seat insert will also be available for children who have poor postural 
control and need more support. The custom-made power wheelchair will be able to 
accommodate children and adults who need postural support and give independent mobility to 
those who can use a joystick. For ease of reservation, there will be both an online reservation 
system as well as a call-based system. Checkout will run in association with the Harbor Master 
and Jack’s Helping Hand, which will organize both an online reservation system as well as a call-
based system for ease of reservation. 

Staff recommends providing up to $14,500 to the City of Santa Barbara Parks and Recreation 
Department to acquire one manual beach wheelchair and one electric all terrain beach 
wheelchair for East Beach.  The City owns and manages three beaches (East Beach, West 
Beach, and Leadbetter) that extend over two miles and cover 31 acres of property. Beaches are 
one of the top attractions in the City and serve millions of visitors and residents annually. East 
Beach is extremely active and popular with visitors and residents, with a newly renovated 
public community facility, the Cabrillo Pavilion, as well as beach volleyball courts, children’s 
playground, renovated restrooms, beach showers, rental facilities, picnic area, restaurant, and 
125-foot long boardwalk. East Beach currently has two manual beach wheelchairs in disrepair 
and in need of replacement. The replacement chairs will be of higher quality and construction, 
making them easier to use for patrons. The electric wheelchair will provide people the 
opportunity to explore further along the coastline and utilize a beach wheelchair without the 
need of a companion. The beach wheelchairs will be securely stored inside the Cabrillo Pavilion 
when not in use. The availability of the beach wheelchairs will be advertised on the City’s 
website, social media, included in printed material, as well as on signage at the Cabrillo Pavilion 
and East Beach. People can either request a beach wheelchair in person at the Cabrillo Pavilion 
or call the Aquatics office to reserve a beach wheelchair for a future date. 

South Coast 

Staff recommends providing up to $14,000 to Heal the Bay to acquire three to four manual 
beach wheelchairs for visitors to Santa Monica State Beach, the Santa Monica Pier, and to 
students participating in the field trip programs at Heal the Bay’s Aquarium underneath the 
Pier, acquire a storage shed for the beach wheelchairs, and conduct marketing and outreach. 
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The Santa Monica Pier and adjacent beaches attract approximately seven to nine million 
visitors annually, and 25,000 Los Angeles County students visit the Aquarium every year.  There 
are currently no beach wheelchairs housed at the Santa Monica Pier for the general public. The 
closest location is Perry’s Café and Beach Rentals, ½ mile south of the Pier. By purchasing its 
own chairs, Heal the Bay will be able to streamline access to Santa Monica State Beach and 
increase participation and inclusion in the Aquarium’s hands-on beach exploration and 
stewardship program. Heal the Bay will promote the availability of the newly purchased beach 
wheelchairs to the general public through social media, during events, and through its 
relationships with a variety of local businesses, disability advocates, schools, and community 
organizations. Heal the Bay will work with Blazing Saddles Beach Rentals and Tours (which is 
operated by Perry’s Cafe and Beach Rentals and located on the Santa Monica Pier) to ensure a 
streamlined, no-cost reservation and rental process for Aquarium visitors and the general 
public. 

Staff recommends providing up to $6,000 to Crystal Cove Conservancy to acquire two manual 
beach wheelchairs for visitors to Crystal Cove State Park’s Historic District Beach and El Moro 
Beach, as well as beach wheelchair parts and signage. Crystal Cove State Park receives nearly 
two million visitors annually. The beaches are popular because they are flat and easily 
accessible from the road. Crystal Cove Conservancy currently has five operating wheelchairs, 
which are starting to show extreme wear through years of use. The existing beach wheelchairs 
are in high demand and are used by an estimated 3,000 guests each year. Crystal Cove 
Conservancy will acquire two new wheelchairs to replace older wheelchairs that are starting to 
fail, as well as replacement parts, including arms, wheels, and screws, to help maintain existing 
wheelchairs, and increased signage to instruct visitors on proper wheelchair usage. Crystal Cove 
Conservancy advertises the availability of beach wheelchairs on signs, social media, 
newsletters, websites, and to partner organizations that serve older adults or people with 
disabilities. The beach wheelchairs are stored right next to El Moro beach entrance and the 
Historic District beach entrance, both within feet of the road where visitors with disabilities can 
be dropped off. The wheelchairs located at the Historic District are available on a first-come 
first-served basis, and do not require any reservation. The wheelchair available at the tunnel 
entrance to El Moro beach is monitored by California State Park staff, who unlock it and make it 
available to guests upon request. 

Staff recommends providing up to $5,500 to the City of Laguna Beach Department of Marine 
Safety to acquire two manual beach wheelchairs for Main Beach. The City of Laguna Beach 
receives approximately six-million beach visitors per year.  The City of Laguna Beach currently 
owns two beach wheelchairs; the City would use the funds to replace the wheelchairs. The 
wheelchairs will be stored inside the Lifeguard Headquarters, located on Main Beach and 
adjacent to access ramps to the sand. Wheelchairs will be available to the public during Marine 
Safety operational hours. The wheelchairs will be provided to the public at no charge on a first 
come, first served basis.  The program will be advertised on the City of Laguna Beach’s website 
and via social media. 
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Staff recommends providing up to $11,100 to the City of Oceanside Fire Department Lifeguard 
Division to acquire four manual beach wheelchairs to be located at the base of the Oceanside 
Pier and at Oceanside Harbor Beach, and to acquire a storage shed. The City of Oceanside 
beaches see an average of five million visitors annually. The City of Oceanside currently 
provides beach wheelchairs, but the chairs are in need of replacement. Availability of the chairs 
is advertised by staff and word of mouth, through Lifeguard Division Public Outreach/Education 
programs, the City of Oceanside’s website, and several regional accessibility websites. The 
chairs are stored at Lifeguard Headquarters (directly under the base of the Pier) and at 
Oceanside Jr. Lifeguard Facility (at the center of Oceanside’s Harbor Beach). The chairs are 
made available to the public by the City of Oceanside’s Lifeguard Division who is on-duty 365 
days per year. The chairs are made available on a first-come first-served basis.   

Staff recommends providing up to $13,620 to the City of San Diego to acquire two power beach 
wheelchairs for Mission Beach, one manual beach wheelchair for Pacific Beach, and one 
manual beach wheelchair for Ocean Beach. The City of San Diego had 35.8 million visitors in 
2017, with 85% of the visitors traveling to San Diego for leisure. Approximately 500 riders per 
year use the City of San Diego’s power beach wheelchair program at Mission Beach. Due to high 
use, the salty air, and saltwater, existing beach wheelchairs need to be replaced. In total, 
Mission Beach should have three power beach chairs to meet the needs of the community. The 
City of San Diego has recently replaced one power beach wheelchair. There are two non-
working power beach wheelchairs at Mission Beach that need to be replaced. Pacific Beach and 
Ocean Beach each have a manual beach wheelchair that needs to be replaced. The City of San 
Diego advertises availability of the beach wheelchairs on several websites, including Get 
Outside San Diego, through social media and newsletters, through on-site staff, and through 
the City of San Diego’s Therapeutic Recreation Services events, camps, and classes. Beach 
wheelchairs are located at lifeguard stations and are readily available for year-round use or 
reservations can be made by phone or email. 

Site Description: All the projects are along the coast of California or the San Francisco Bay 
shoreline.  See Exhibit 1 Project Location Maps. 

Project History: The Conservancy has provided funding to local governments and nonprofit 
organizations to acquire beach wheelchairs in the past, with grants to the City of Imperial 
Beach, Crystal Cove Conservancy, Redwood National and State Parks, and Trinidad Coastal Land 
Trust. There are approximately 100 locations on the California coast with beach wheelchairs 
available for use by members of the public for no cost. The Conservancy hosted Flor Lorenzo, a 
CORO Fellow, in November of 2018 and worked with her to conduct research on beach 
wheelchairs, including types, cost, maintenance needs, longevity, storage needs, marketing, 
and usage. Ms. Lorenzo contacted approximately ten local governments and nonprofit 
organizations and interviewed them about the need for funding for beach wheelchairs. She 
presented her findings to the Conservancy board in December of 2018. The Conservancy widely 
distributed a solicitation for beach wheelchair projects in January 2019 (Exhibit 2). By the April 
8, 2019 deadline, the Conservancy received 18 proposals totaling $211,002 in requested 
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funding. Of the 18 proposals, eleven are recommended for funding under this grant round. Staff 
evaluations of the proposals was based on the stated criteria in the request for proposals.  

 

PROJECT FINANCING 

Coastal Conservancy $112,154 

 

It is anticipated that the funding for the County of Humboldt, Environmental Travel 
Companions, Heal the Bay, Crystal Cove Conservancy, the City of Laguna Beach, Jack’s Helping 
Hand and the City of Santa Barbara projects will come from an appropriation to the 
Conservancy from the Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and Coastal Protection 
Bond Act of 2000, codified at Public Resources Code (PRC) Sections 5096.300 et seq. 
(“Proposition 12”). Under Section 5096.352, Proposition 12 funds may be used pursuant to 
Division 21 of the PRC for the development of public use facilities, as is proposed here. These 
projects are consistent with the purposes of Chapter 9 of Division 21 of the PRC since the 
projects will increase public access to the state’s coastline, as further discussed below in the 
“Consistency with Conservancy’s Enabling Legislation” section.  

The funds for the Jack’s Helping Hand and the City of Santa Barbara projects will come 
specifically from a Proposition 12 appropriation for projects in Santa Cruz, Monterey, San Luis 
Obispo, or Santa Barbara Counties (Section 5096.352(c)(3)). Beach wheelchairs are public use 
facilities that promote public access to the coast, and the Jack’s Helping Hand and City of Santa 
Barbara projects take place in San Luis Obispo County and Santa Barbara County.   

It is anticipated that the funding for Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks, County of Santa Cruz, 
City of San Diego, and the City of Oceanside projects will come from an appropriation of the 
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection 
Bond Act of 2006, codified at PRC Sections 75001 et seq. (“Proposition 84”).  Consistent with 
Section 75060, these proposed projects will promote access to and enjoyment of the state’s 
coastal resources.  

For the Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks and County of Santa Cruz projects, Section 75060(e) 
allocates funds to the Conservancy for the protection of Monterey Bay and its watersheds. 
“Protection,” as defined in Section 75005(m), includes “actions necessary to allow the 
continued use and enjoyment of property or natural resources.” Consistent with these 
provisions, these proposed projects will promote access to and enjoyment of Santa Cruz 
beaches, which are within the Monterey Bay watershed.   

For the City of San Diego and the City of Oceanside projects, Section 75060(f) allocates funds 
“for the protection of San Diego Bay and adjacent watersheds”. “San Diego Bay and adjacent 
watersheds” includes all coastal and bay watersheds within San Diego County (Section 
75072.6). “Protection,” as defined in Section 75005(m), includes “actions necessary to allow the 
continued use and enjoyment of property or natural resources.” Providing beach wheelchair 
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equipment at these San Diego beaches would allow members of the public to access the coast 
who may otherwise not have the opportunity to.    

Matching funds were not required in the request for proposals, however, Jack’s Helping Hands, 
Crystal Cove Conservancy, City of San Diego, County of Santa Cruz, and County of Humboldt 
indicated they would bring a total of $66,758 in matching funds and/or in-kind services to the 
projects. In addition, each of the grantees will be providing maintenance, reservations, storage, 
and/or marketing services as in-kind contributions.  

 

CONSISTENCY WITH CONSERVANCY’S ENABLING LEGISLATION: 

The eleven projects will be undertaken pursuant to Chapter 9 of Division 21 of the PRC, Sections 
31400 et seq, regarding public access to and enjoyment of coastal resources. PRC Section 31400 
states that it is the Legislature’s intent that the Conservancy play a principal role in the 
implementation of a system of public accessways to and along the state’s coastline, including 
San Francisco Bay. Through the proposed action, the Conservancy will play a primary role in 
increasing public access to the state’s coastline by funding beach wheelchairs at multiple sites 
along the California coast and San Francisco Bay shoreline, increasing public access and 
enjoyment of coastal resources. Section 31400.3 provides that the Conservancy may provide 
assistance as required to aid public agencies and nonprofit organizations in establishing a 
system of public coastal accessways, and related functions necessary to meet the objectives of 
Chapter 9 of Division 21 of the PRC.  The availability and accessibility of beach wheelchair 
equipment at coastal beaches is a related and necessary function to fulfilling the objectives of 
Chapter 9, which are to “effectively guarantee” the right of the public to access and enjoy 
coastal resources. Without beach wheelchair equipment, large segments of the California 
public would be unable to access and enjoy the coast.   

 

CONSISTENCY WITH CONSERVANCY’S ACCESS PROGRAM STANDARDS: 

The eleven projects are consistent with Standard No. 13, Barrier-Free Access, of the 
Conservancy’s Access Program Standards, which states that accessways that accommodate or 
plan to accommodate those with mobility problems are the highest priority for State funding.   

 

CONSISTENCY WITH CONSERVANCY’S 2018-2022 STRATEGIC PLAN  
GOAL(S) & OBJECTIVE(S): 

Consistent with Goal 2, Objective A of the Conservancy’s 2018-2022 Strategic Plan, ten of the 
proposed projects expand or enhance opportunities for access for people with disabilities to 
and along the coast and coastal trails. 

http://scc.ca.gov/files/2018/01/CoastalConservancy_StrategicPlan_2018_2022.pdf
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Consistent with Goal 13, Objective L of the Conservancy’s 2018-2022 Strategic Plan, one of the 
proposed projects expands opportunities for access for people with disabilities in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. 

 

CONSISTENCY WITH CONSERVANCY’S  
PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA & GUIDELINES:  

The proposed project is consistent with the Conservancy’s Project Selection Criteria and 
Guidelines, last updated on October 2, 2014, in the following respects: 

 

Required Criteria 

1. Promotion of the Conservancy’s statutory programs and purposes: See the “Consistency 
with Conservancy’s Enabling Legislation” section above.  

2. Consistency with purposes of the funding source: See the “Project Financing” section 
above.  

3. Promotion and implementation of state plans and policies: The provision of beach 
wheelchairs for people with disabilities supports the Conservancy, the Coastal Commission, 
and the Department of Parks and Recreation in efforts to increase accessibility of the 
California coast for people with disabilities. Section 30210 of the California Coastal Act 
states: “…maximum access, which shall be conspicuously posted, and recreational 
opportunities shall be provided for all the people...”. 

4. Support of the public: Based on the research conducted in late 2018, the current usage of 
beach wheelchairs on the California coast, and the number of proposals received for this 
grant program, there is support for providing funds for beach wheelchairs. 

5. Location: The proposed projects are located within the coastal zone of Humboldt County, 
Santa Cruz County, San Luis Obispo County, Santa Barbara County, Los Angeles County, 
Orange County, and San Diego County, and in the City of Sausalito in the County of Marin, 
which is within the nine-county San Francisco Bay Area. 

6. Need: Without Conservancy funds, new or replacement beach wheelchairs likely would not 
be acquired at this time. 

7. Greater-than-local interest: California’s beaches are visited by tens of millions of visitors 
and residents each year. Access onto the sandy beaches and to the ocean’s edge is difficult 
for people with disabilities. This grant program will serve thousands of residents and visitors 
seeking access to the coast. 

8. Sea level rise vulnerability: The beach wheelchairs and storage sheds are temporary and 
easily movable. 
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Additional Criteria  

9. Leverage: See the “Project Financing” section above. 

10. Innovation: The grantees will be acquiring a variety of types and models of manual and 
power beach wheelchairs, which will provide the Conservancy with more information about 
the pros and cons of various mobility devices. One grantee is acquiring an amphibious 
beach wheelchair and a walker conversion kit, demonstrating some of the innovation that 
has occurred in the mobility device industry. 

11. Readiness: The grantees have all indicated that they are ready to acquire the beach 
wheelchairs as soon as funding is available. 

12. Cooperation: Several of the projects demonstrate cooperation between nonprofits and 
public land management agencies, while others demonstrate cooperation between various 
local government departments, in order to best serve residents and visitors with disabilities. 

 

CEQA COMPLIANCE: 

The projects, which include the acquisition of manual and power beach wheelchairs and 
walkers, and repair of all-terrain walkers , are categorically exempt from review under the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, 14 Cal. Code of Regulations (CEQA 
Guidelines) Section 15301, which exempts the operation and minor alteration of existing 
structures, facilities and mechanical equipment involving negligible or no expansion of existing 
or former use. All projects will take place at existing beach facilities that currently 
accommodate many users. The new and repaired wheelchairs and walkers will facilitate safe 
access by certain beach users as part of the operation of those beaches, and will not expand 
current use of these beach facilities. 

The projects are also categorically exempt from review under CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15303, which exempts the installation of new small structures and 
installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures. One of the projects, City of 
Oceanside’s project, includes installation of a storage shed, which qualifies as a small structure 
under this exemption. The other projects involve storing new wheelchairs and walkers in 
existing small storage facilities.   

Finally, the projects are exempt from review under CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15311, as accessory structures that are temporary use items in generally the same locations 
from time to time in publicly-owned parks and other facilities designed for public use.  

Upon Conservancy approval, staff will file a Notice of Exemption.  

 


